
DC003 How to... 
Finish softwood floors with Woca Softwood Lye and 
Faxe White Soap system 
 
Novices: Please check our website for the most up to date instructions then test 
the process to understand the results before proceeding to larger areas.  
 
Please see the corresponding working kit list for materials required. 

 
Preparation  
 
Wood must be finely and evenly sanded to at least grit 100 prior to finishing. Clean 
dust & dirt from the whole wood surface. Cover any adjacent surfaces that may be 
splashed during the finishing process.  
 
Masking tape must be used with caution – if you flood finish up against it then it will 
draw oil under itself and do more harm than good. You also run the risk that when 
you remove it then it pulls away paint from the surface to which it was attached.  
 
Use plain water to wet the wood surface evenly before works begin. This will open 
the wood grain to the finishes. It will also give you the opportunity to spot any defects 
with your sanding work before you start finishing. 
 

The process: Day 1 
 
It is our assumption that your wood is correctly sanded, wetted and checked before 
you start the finishing process. 
 
Woca Softwood Lye is a pigmented solution that ensures the floor will remain light 
after it is finished and will further lighten as it is exposed to sunlight.  
 
You will need a bucket into which to empty your Lye container and ensure the 
pigments are correctly mixed. The application equipment you require for Lye is 
limited to a white pad under a Doodlebug and perhaps a cloth for getting into tight 
corners or removing excess application. 
 
1) Pour all the Lye into your bucket and ensure no solids remain in the canister. Stir 
thoroughly. If necessary cut open the canister to remove final residue. 
 
2) Apply a generous coat to the wood. Spread evenly with the pad and Doodlebug. Do 
not leave unnatural sweeps or pools of Lye, since these will dry unevenly. Working 
from a standing position is both quicker and more comfortable. Brush  along the grain 



and check that all the wood is evenly saturated with solution. The calculation is 10m2 
of wood for 1ltr of Lye. 
 
3) Leave to dry for 1 hour at 20 deg.C.  
 
Softwood Lye is corrosive. See the canister side for regulatory information! 
 

The soaping process: Day 2 / Stage 2 
 
Preparation 
The Faxe White Soap concentrate contains white pigments so mix well before diluting 
it. Dilute 50/50 with water.  
 
1st Application 
Apply to the floor at a rate of 10 m2 per liter using the same Doodlebug fitted with a 
fresh white pad.  Brush the soap along the wood grain to ensure the wood is 
thoroughly saturated. Avoid leaving puddles of soap liquid. Let the soap absorb for 20 
minutes. Whilst damp the floor finish may appear uneven. 
 
2nd Application 
Repeat the same process with a dilution of 25/75 with water. Allow the floor to dry, 
perhaps 1 to 2 hours. 
 
1st clean of excess soap 
Use the Scrub-Mop head under the Doodlebug to wipe all excess soap from the wood. 
To do this make a mix of Natural Soap (white) with water. The dilution rate will be 
1 to 40. As you work continue to rinse the Mop Head out in clean water and wring out 
before proceeding. Allow it to dry. You will be working away excess soap while 
doing this. 
 
2nd clean of excess soap 
Repeat this process. 
 
Breaking the process overnight will make no difference. 
 
Drying 
The damp floor should now appear uniform, but as it dries the whiteness of the floor 
will dominate and a fully even appearance should emerge. The floor can be taken into 
use the next day. 
 
As the weeks go by, your regular cleaning of the floor with white soap (concentrate 
diluted 1:40 with water) will add more protective pigments to the surface resulting in 
a more even and lighter appearance. 
 
Soap takes time to harden and it becomes fully effect as a floor finish after several 
months.  
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